[Primary choledocholithiasis after side-to-side choledochojejunostomy].
Primary choledocholithiasis represents a quite unusual sequela of biliary tract surgery. Primary stones originate in the common bile duct and are soft, smooth, with a yellowish or brown-reddish colour, reproducing the shape of the duct in which arise. The Authors report a review of the cases observed in the division of General and Vascular Surgery-Department of Surgery and Surgical Emergencies of the University of Perugia. From January 1988 to December 1993, 577 laparotomic biliary tract operations were performed, and in 8 cases a re-operation was needed. Among the latter, particularly interesting were 2 cases of primary choledocholithiasis occurred in two patients with bilio-digestive anastomosis previously performed, i.e. two side-to-side Roux-en-Y or Braun loop choledochojejunostomies, respectively. Therefore, primary lithiasis following a choledochojejunostomy occurred when the bilio-digestive anastomoses were performed with the indication of a curative re-operation on the biliary tract. On the contrary, most choledochojejunostomies are performed as a palliative procedure in patients presenting a low survival rate not allowing to develop a Sump Syndrome and a consequent choledocholithiasis, which are long-term complications.